Large-caliber persistent sciatic artery with aneurysm.
Herein is reported a rare case of right persistent sciatic artery (PSA) in the cadaver of a 96-year-old woman who did not have any clinical manifestations related to this anomaly when alive. The anomalous PSA originated from the internal iliac artery, directed toward the infrapiriform foramen, and descended the dorsal side of the thigh. Approximately 20 mm inferior to the infrapiriform foramen, the PSA formed a relatively large aneurysm elongating for approximately 30 mm in length. It then passed under the long head of the femoral biceps muscles, and reached the popliteal fossa, maintaining a constant caliber (approx. 13 mm) as it went down distally. In contrast, the femoral artery was very narrow, and tapered at the level of the knee joint. In addition, the popliteal vein gave rise to two branches, one ran along with the sciatic artery and the other pierced the adductor muscles, and appeared on the ventral side of the thigh. It then drained into the deep femoral vein, which reached the pelvis via the femoral vein. The present case is an interesting example for clinicians who work in pelvic surgery.